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Dear Friends of Senate District 22:

March 26, 2015

Career and Technical Education and
Workforce Needs
As I’ve written about in this space before and as
many of you know, expanding career and technical
education for students is something I think is very
important and something I’ve focused on in my
short time here in the Senate. Preparing our
students to meet the demands of the workforce here
in rural Minnesota is critical for our rural economy.
Making sure students know what jobs are available
here in our local communities will keep people from
moving to the Twin Cities to look for work and keep
our communities strong.
As was stated by former Senator Roger Moe in his
testimony on my bill, in rural Minnesota the vast
majority of jobs you’ll see when you open a
newspaper and take a look at the want ads don’t
require a four-year degree. They are jobs that do,
however, require skills learned through some type of
career and technical training.
Committee hearing on SF 1031. From left: Wayne
Wormstadt, Tom Mayer, Senator Weber, Chris
That is why I authored Senate File 1031, which was Ellingson, former Senator Roger Moe. Background:
heard in the Education Finance Committee on
Cliff Carmody
Tuesday. It provides the necessary investment to
establish a regional Office for Career and Technical
Eighteen counties of Southwest and West Central
Education to increase the number and variety of
Minnesota, as well as over 60 school districts, stand to
high school career and technical education (CTE)
programs in Southwest and West Central Minnesota. benefit from these programs.
Testimony was given by educators and industry
It is my hope this bill helps students find a career
stressing the need for renewed activity in this
opportunity in their home area and will aid in business
element of education.
efforts to find the skilled workers needed to grow the
Furthermore, the bill would provide seed money for area economy. I was pleased with the warm reception
regional CTE collaboratives that include three or
the bill received from the members of the committee. I
more high schools, at least one business, and at least would like to thank everyone who testified and worked
one post-secondary partner. These CTE programs
on this bipartisan bill. It was laid over for possible
would target high-demand and high-wage careers
inclusion in a larger Education Finance Bill.
that align with the regional labor market needs.

New transportation plan invests $7 billion in roads
– without a gas tax!
.
Minnesotans count on safe roads to get to and from school
and work each day, but spending in recent years has been
too focused on trains in the city instead of roads and
bridges throughout the entire state. A new Republican plan
will put the focus back on our basic transportation
infrastructure to fill potholes, repair bridges, and alleviate
congestion – all without raising taxes. Ultimately, our plan
will invest $7 billion over ten years to repair or replace
15,500 miles of roads and 330 bridges statewide.

Please contact me with any questions,
comments or ideas facing the State of
Minnesota. I can be reached at
Sen.Bill.Weber@senate.mn or
(651) 296-5650.
We can accomplish great things!

This is a long-term, future-oriented approach that puts real
dollars toward improving our roads and bridges right now.
Our plan focuses on the needs of all Minnesotans,
including those in Greater Minnesota and in small cities
with populations less than 5,000. One way this is done is
by creating a new Transportation Stability Fund using
existing sales tax revenue from auto parts purchases.
Minnesotans tend to agree with us that when you buy new
tires for your car, the sales tax for those types of purchases
should go toward maintaining roads.
In contrast, all of the plans introduced by Democrats thus
far depend on new taxes, including an additional gas tax of
$0.16 cents per gallon, higher license tab fees, and higher
sales taxes. Not only are these unpopular ideas, but the gas
tax is an antiquated tax that will bring in less revenue each
year as vehicles become more fuel efficient. Before long,
we’ll be back to square one talking about another tax increase
I’d encourage gas tax advocates to take another look at the
Republican transportation plan – I think they’ll be
pleasantly surprised to find out just how much we can
improve our transportation infrastructure without raising
taxes.
Yours truly,

Bill

American Cancer society volunteers visit Senator Weber
in his office

Senator Weber serves on the following
committees:
Environment and Energy;
E-12 - Finance; Environment, Economic
Development and
Agriculture - Finance; and Jobs,
Agriculture, and Rural Development.

Questions on bills? Visit: www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/legis.asp or www.senate.mn/senatorweber

