
Conference For  
Young Writers 

 

 

 

 

SWWC Student Enrichment presents the 30th Annual 

October 27, 2021 
 

For all students in grades 3-9 
 

REGISTER ON-LINE 
 

Who can register? 
School contacts register groups of students and chaperones 

Parents register themselves and their children 
 

www.swwc.org/yw 
 

Registration Deadline: September 28, 2021 

No Registrations accepted after midnight Sep. 28 

Do your students like to tell scary stories, funny stories or stories about what 
they did or where they have been? If so, they can come learn how to capture 
those stories on paper. Presenters at the Conference for Young Writers will 
teach students different writing styles and techniques to help them create and  
enhance that great story. During sessions, students will learn how to express 
their thoughts and get them written down on paper. Writing can open a lifetime of 
opportunities for students and it is a lifelong skill for them to have. 

Student Enrichment 
1420 East College Drive 
Marshall, MN  56258 



Payments 

• Payments are made at the time of registration with 
Credit Card. Payments go through WePay. 

 
Registration Fees and Deadlines 

• Registration Deadline: midnight on September 28, 2021 
$40/per student 
$10/per adult 

• NO registrations accepted after midnight of the final 
deadline 

 
Sessions  

• Students select three topics of their choice. 

• We retain the right to limit the number of students per 
district in a specific session. (those with limited seats). If 
a large group is attending, please check times and split 
into smaller groups. 

• A session may be cancelled due to low interest. 
 
Supplies  

• Supplies are provided for students at the conference, 
unless otherwise mentioned.  

 
Students with Special Needs 

• The SWWC Service Cooperative, in accordance with the 
Americans with Disabilities ACT (ADA), is dedicated to 
making conference activities accessible to all students. 
Please contact Andrea for special accommodations by 
September 28, 2021. 

 
Cancellation and Refund Policy 

• Cancellation requests must be received by final registra-
tion deadline for a refund less a $10/student service 
charge. 

 
Photos, Videos, & Media 

• By participating in this event, you are giving SWWC per-
mission to use any audio/video recordings and photo-
graphs that are taken during the event. 

Questions? 
Website:  www.swwc.org/studentactivities  
Contact: Andrea at 507-537-2257 
 andrea.anderson@swwc.org 

General Registration 

• Available to students in grades 3-9 

• REGISTER ON-LINE— www.swwc.org/yw 

• All attending adults must be registered. 

• There is no student/adult ratio at this time. 

• Prefer contact person be an attending adult. 
 
School Participants 

• Schools attending are responsible for collecting and en-
tering registrations and gathering payments. 

• Schools cannot allow parents to register their student 
on their own and expect them to be listed with the 
school.  

• If your school is unable to attend, direct parents to the 
website to access the conference information, giving 
them the option to attend on their own. 

• School district funding may be available to support 
teacher and student participation in SWWC enrichment 
programs through MINNESOTA GIFTED AND TALENTED 
REVENUE MN Statute § 126C.10 2(b). 

 
Parent Participants 

• Check with your school to see if they are handling regis-
trations and providing transportation, etc. 

• If you miss your school registration deadline, you can still 
register and attend on your own. 

• Adult must be registered with students 
 
Conference Details 

• Email confirmation will be sent to you once you have 
successfully registered. 

• Please make sure ALL chaperones are aware of the can-
cellation policy. 

• Conference information is listed on www.swwc.org/yw.  

• Contact person will need to check-in and to pick up pack-
et with nametags the morning of the conference. 

CONFERENCE INFORMATION 

For Questions: see website www.swwc.org/studentactivities or contact Andrea at 507-537-2257 or andrea.anderson@swwc.org 

http://www.swsc.org/studentactivities
mailto:andrea.anderson@swsc.org


Select sessions appropriate for students grade level 3-5 or 6-9 

CLASS DESCRIPTIONS & PRESENTERS 

Presenter Biographies 

1) Poets Know It! Writing Poetry  Gr. 3-5 and 6-9 

There are times when only writing a poem will do, to express your big ideas. Students will get a chance to 
learn how to write poetry and explore those big ideas. They will discover what it takes to write a poem, and 
why everyone enjoys poetry. *Susan Stevens Chambers 
 

2) A Prop-Tastic Beginning   Gr. 3-5 

Grab a prop AND your reader’s attention by beginning your story with plenty of action and movement. We 
will use props, along with a writing “recipe” for success, to create exciting opening scenes that will work for 
every fiction genre. After a quick demonstration, students will choose a prop and test the method for them-
selves. *Jennifer Davidson 
 

3)  Creating Phantasmic Worlds Gr. 6-9 

Create a world your readers can dive into! Learn about world-building tips and techniques to craft a believa-
ble, unique setting for your characters, no matter the genre. Students will complete some world-building 
prompts along with the session. The only materials are a pen/pencil, paper, and some imagination! *El Holly 
 

4) Writing TV News in a Flash Gr. 3-5 and 6-9 

How to write TV news creatively and effectively in a matter of minutes. Students will learn how a reporter 
and photographer gather news. Then they'll see how the writing and editing process makes it possible for a 
story to get on in a very short amount of time. *John Lauritsen  

 
5) How to Write a Novel in 30 Days Gr. 6-9 

November is National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo), an international challenge to write a novel 
(50,000 words) in 30 days. Yes, it can be done, and YES, kids and teens can do it, too. This session offers tips 
and tricks for making the most of your thirty-day writing marathon from a seven-time NaNoWriMo winner. 
*Lacey Louwagie 
 

6) Haiku Made Easy Gr. 3-5 and 6-9 
Haiku poetry is composited of three short, simple lines. These three lines contain a total of 17 syllables, a 5-7
-5 syllable pattern, meaning five syllables in the first line, seven in the second line, and five in the third. A 
poem about mood, nature or a feeling. What can be so hard about that? It’s not hard, it’s fun using an an-
cient art form to make a piece of art. We will put together a booklet to hold all our haiku. *Terri Michels 

   8:00  – 9:00  Check-In, Refreshments & Book Fair 

   9:00  –   9:15 Welcome & Announcements 

   9:30  – 10:30 Session I Classes 

 10:30 – 11:15 Lunch & Book Fair 

 11:15 – 12:15  Session II Classes 

 12:30  – 1:30 Session III Classes 

https://www.swsc.org/cms/lib/MN01000693/Centricity/domain/104/young%20writers/Presenter%20Bios%20-%20YW%20Oct.2021.pdf


7) The Power of the Hook Gr. 3-5 

Ever wonder why after a page or even a few paragraphs you know you are going to continue reading a story, 
novel, or article? The reason that happens is due to the power of the hook. The author has used various 
methods to grab your attention. In this session you will be given the chance to hear strong hooks, ways to 
hook an audience, and then compose your own. *Chris Olson 
 

8) You Want to Make a Movie? Gr. 3-5 and 6-9  

You can be a storyteller. Its time for you to write a movie like Jungle Cruise. In this session we will write 
scenes and dialog for movies. These techniques can be used to develop stories for films. You are never too 
young to tell a story, so climb on board for the jungle cruise. *Patrick Ryan 

 
9) Who Are Your Crew? Gr. 3-5 and 6 

Build a pirate crew! In this session, author Ozgur K. Sahin will teach the importance of secondary characters-
-the crewmen who make the ship and story work. Learn how to create a secondary pirate character, how to 
link them to main characters and how to find out the details that will make your characters fit into the main 
story. *Ozgur Sahin 

 
10) Readers Theater Gr. 3-5 and 6-9 

Readers Theater is a theater exercise, suitable for actors of all ages and abilities. Everyone in this session will 
have the opportunity to act out scripts, laugh and play with fun material, costume pieces & props that add 
to the experience. *Melanie Schmidt 
 

11) Making a Monster Jam (of Comics) Gr. 3-5 and 6-9 

Love writing stories? Can you picture it all in your head, but aren't sure what you need for a story to feel 
complete? Come ready to jam on the page. In class, we'll pull together pictures to create monsters. We'll 
discover monsters of ideas by drawing creatures at different moments in life. You'll leave with the frame of a 
story––and ideas for building new comics, new characters, and better stories going forward.  
*Kate St. Vincent Vogl 
 

12)  Broadcast Media Gr. 6-9 

Your words matter, writing makes the difference! This session will show students the difference in how good 
writing makes for more entertaining news and advertisements. Whether, it's TV, radio or over the internet, 
writing is the backbone of good broadcast programming. This session will teach you the difference between 
good and bad writing in both news and advertising. *Aaron Ziemer, Marshall Radio 



SWWC Service Cooperative 

Conference For  
Young Writers 

Changes Needed? 
 

Please notify us of any changes in  
your contact info or if you need to be removed  

from our contact list.  
Contact Andrea at 507-537-2257 or  

andrea.anderson@swwc.org 

Our Partners: 
 

Federated Rural Electric 
Great River Energy 
Kandi Power Cooperative Trust, Spicer 
Lincoln/Lyon Electric Trust 
Meeker Cooperative Trust, Spicer 
Renville-Sibley Co-op Power Trust, Danube 
Schwan 
Southwest Minnesota Arts Council 
United Way of Southwest Minnesota 
 
For the full list of partners go to www.swwc.org/foundation 


