
PARAPRO ASSESSMENT EXAM READING PRACTICE QUESTIONS 
 

Read the passage and answer the five ques!ons that follow. Philosophers have explained space. They have not ex-

plained !me. It is the inexplicable raw material of everything. With it, all is possible; without it, nothing. The supply 

of !me is truly a daily miracle, an affair genuinely astonishing when one examines it. You wake up in the morning, 

and lo! your purse is magically filled with twenty-four hours of the unmanufactured !ssue of the universe of your 

life! It is yours. It is the most precious of possessions. A highly singular commodity, showered upon you in a manner 

as singular as the commodity itself! 

 

For remark! No one can take it from you. It is unstealable. And no one receives either more or less than you receive. 

Talk about an ideal democracy! In the realm of !me there is no aristocracy of wealth, and no aristocracy of intellect. 

Genius is never rewarded by even an extra hour a day. And there is no punishment. Waste your infinitely precious 

commodity as much as you will, and the supply will never be withheld from you. No mysterious power will say:--

"This man is a fool, if not a knave. He does not deserve !me; he shall be cut off at the meter." It is more certain than 

consols [Roman coins], and payment of income is not affected by Sundays. Moreover, you cannot draw on the fu-

ture. Impossible to get into debt! You can only waste the passing moment. You cannot waste to- morrow; it is kept 

for you. You cannot waste the next hour; it is kept for you. 

 

1. What is the 'unmanufactured !ssue of the universe of your life'? 

a. �me 

b. flesh 

c. paper 

d. Blood 

 

2. In the final sentence of the first paragraph, what does the author mean by the word 'singular'? 

a. not plural 

b. unmarried 

c. perfect 

d. Unique 

 

3. Why does the author consider the 'realm of !me' to be an 'ideal democracy'? 

a. Because every person gets one vote. 

b. Because everyone gets exactly what they want. 

c. Because you can borrow �me as much as you want. 

d. Because everyone gets the exact same amount every day. 

 

4. What does the author mean by the phrase 'draw on the future'? 

a. sketch 

b. borrow 

c. loan 

d. pull in a cart 

 

5. The main idea of this passage is: 

a. every person gets the same amount of �me 

b. it is possible to borrow �me 

c. some people get more �me than others 

d. philosophers have explained space 
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The following passage is being read by students in your class. Answer the ques!ons that follow. It was 

seven o'clock of a very warm evening in the Seeonee hills when Father Wolf woke up from his day's rest, 

scratched himself, yawned, and spread out his paws one aBer the other to get rid of the sleepy feeling in 

the !ps. Mother Wolf lay with her big gray nose dropped across her four tumbling, squealing cubs, and the 

moon shone into the mouth of the cave where they all lived. ``Augrh!'' said Father Wolf, ``it is !me to hunt 

again''; and he was going to spring downhill when a liDle shadow with a bushy tail crossed the threshold 

and whined: ``Good luck go with you, O Chief of the Wolves; and good luck and strong white teeth go with 

the noble children, that they may never forget the hungry in this world.'' 
 

6. If you want your students to picture the scene described in the passage, which of the following ac!vi!es would be 

most appropriate? 

a. Recording wolf sounds. 

b. Reading a nonfic�on ar�cle about wolves. 

c. Dressing up in wolf costumes. 

d. Drawing pictures of the wolves in their cave. 
 

7. What is one thing that students can tell about the wolves' habits from this passage? 

a. They are friendly to other animals. 

b. They love to eat vegetables. 

c. They sleep during the day. 

d. They only hunt by a full moon. 
 

8. If you want your students to describe Father Wolf's aHtude towards hun!ng, which of the following ac!vi!es 

would be most appropriate? 

a. Write a short story with Father Wolf as the main character. 

b. Make a list of all the things Father Wolf does and says. 

c. Dress up like Father Wolf. 

d. Ask the students to imagine how they would feel if they were a wolf. 
 

9. If you ask your students to find the words that describe the cubs, which would be the correct answer? 

a. scratched and yawned 

b. strong and white 

c. bushy and whined 

d. tumbling and squealing 
 

10. If you ask your students who the passing visitor might be, which would be the most accurate answer? 

a. a donkey 

b. a squirrel 

c. a wolf 

d. a lizard 

 

Answer Key 

1. A. The author asserts that every life is made up of �me. 

2. D. The author goes on to describe the ways in which �me is unique. 

3. D. The author elaborates on how no person can buy, earn, or borrow extra �me. 

4. B. This phrase means to borrow something before it is due. 

5. A. The author marvels that every person, no ma)er their posi�on, must have the same rela�onship with �me. 

6. D. The passage is filled with visual details that lend themselves to drawing. 

7. C. The passage alludes to their 'day's rest.' 

8. B. Students can get a be)er idea of a character's personality by isola�ng his or her words and deeds. 

9. D. The words tumbling and squealing are used to describe the cubs. 

10. B. The visitor's bushy tail indicates that he might be a squirrel. 
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1. What digit is in the tenths place of the number 34.178? 

a. 3 

b. 4 

c. 8 

d. 1 

 

2. What digit is in the ten-thousands place of the number 3,492,110? 

a. 4 

b. 9 

c. 2 

d. 1 

 

3. What number is in the thousandths place of the number 91.8524? 

a. 2 

b. 5 

c. 8 

d. 1 

 

4. What number is in the hundreds place of the number 2075.95? 

a. 5 

b. 9 

c. 0 

d. 7 

 

5. 341.09 x 10.13 is approximately equal to: 

a. 10 

b. 2000 

c. 3820 

d. 3410 

 

6. 89.911 % 9.077 is approximately equal to: 

a. 10 

b. 9 

c. 810 

d. 11 

 

7. 8.997 x 4.13 is approximately equal to: 

a. 2 

b. 36 

c. 32 

d. 35 
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8. 6 - 2 % 1 + 1 

A student writes the above number sentence to solve the following problem: 'Divide the difference be-

tween six and two by the sum of one and one.' To correct the error, the student's number sentence should 

be wriDen: 

a. 6 - (2/1) +1 

b. (6 - 2) % (1 + 1) 

c. (6 - 2)(1 + 1) 

d. 6 - 2 % (1 + 1) 

 

9. To find the area of a rectangle with length 5 and width 7, a student draws up the following equa!on: A = 

5 + 5 + 7 + 7. The correct equa!on is: 

a. The one drawn by the student. 

b. A = 5 + 7 

c. A = 5 x 7 

d. A = ½ (5 + 7) 

 

10. Students are asked to solve for x in the following equa!on: 2 (x + 6) = 20. In what order should you tell 

the students to perform the opera!ons? 

a. Mul�plica�on, then subtrac�on, then division 

b. Addi�on, then mul�plica�on 

c. Mul�plica�on, then addi�on, then division 

d. Subtrac�on, then division, then mul�plica�on 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer Key 

1. D. The tenths place is the first to the right of the decimal point. 

2. B. The ten-thousands place is the fi>h to the le> of the decimal point. 

3. A. The thousandths place is the third to the right of the decimal point. 

4. C. The hundreds place is the third to the le> of the decimal point.  

5. D. This problem can be es�mated as 341 x 10. 

6. A. This problem can be es�mated as 90 % 9. 

7. B. This problem can be es�mated as 9 x 4. 

8. B. It is essen�al to put the addi�on and subtrac�on problems within parentheses to ensure that they are 

performed before the division. 

9. C. The equa�on for the area of a four-sided figure is length mul�plied by width. 

10. A. The 2 should be mul�plied across the parenthe�cal expression, then the resul�ng 12 should be sub-

tracted from both sides, and finally both sides should be divided by 2. 
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Which word is not spelled correctly? 

a. engage 

b. judicious 

c. authority 

d. ba)allion 

 

2. Which word is not spelled correctly? 

a. commence 

b. commitee 

c. commerce 

d. commingle 

 

3. Which word is not spelled correctly? 

a. issue 

b. asbestos 

c. cronic 

d. stodgy 

 

For the following four ques!ons, read the sentence and indicate which part is incorrect. 

 

4. 'I don't want too and you can't make me,' he said. 

a. Correct as is 

b. too 

c. me,' 

d. 'I don't 

 

5. Many people would immediately stop smoking if they knew only all the dangers, says the report. 

a. Correct as is 

b. immediately stop 

c. dangers, says 

d. knew only 

 

6. Lester, a giant for his age; was respected by all the other children. 

a. Correct as is 

b. Lester, a 

c. a giant for 

d. age; was 

 

7. Asking for direc!ons when you are lost is the properly course of ac!on. 

a. Correct as is 

b. you are lost 

c. for direc�ons 

d. properly 
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Read the student essay and answer the three ques!ons that follow.  

 

How to Make a Cheese Sandwich 

First you take two pieces of bread. Then you put mustard or mayonnaise on them whichever you like. Then 

you can add the cheese. I like chedder cheese but you can use another kind. Some people like to put their 

cheese sandwiches in the toaster oven for a liDle while. I love to eat my cheese sandwich with a bowl of 

tomato soup. 

 

8. Which would be the best main introductory sentence for this essay? 

a. The ingredients for a cheese sandwich are mustard, bread , and cheese. 

b. Cheese sandwiches are delicious and easy to make. 

c. I love cheese sandwiches. 

d. Cheese sandwiches are extremely nutri�ous. 

 

9. What gramma!cal advice would you give the student about the sentence beginning 'I like____'? 

a. The sentence is perfect as it is. 

b. This sentence needs a comma a>er 'cheese.' 

c. The sentence needs a colon a>er 'cheese.' 

d. The sentence makes no sense. 

 

10. Which word in the essay is misspelled? 

a. tomato 

b. mayonnaise 

c. chedder  

d. sandwich 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer Key 

1. D. The correct spelling is ba�alion. 

2. B. The correct spelling is commi�ee. 

3. C. The correct spelling is chronic. 

4. B. The form should be to. 

5. D. The words knew and only should be switched. 

6. D. A comma should be used here rather than a semi-colon 

7. D. The correct answer is proper.  

8. B. This sentence best summarizes the essay. 

9. B. A comma would be an effec�ve way of clarifying this sentence. 

10. C. The correct spelling is cheddar. 


